The use of transrectal ultrasound placement of radioactive seeds for the definitive treatment of prostate cancer.
The definitive treatment of prostate cancer remains controversial although certainly radical prostatectomy is the standard all other treatments must be compared against. However, there potentially can be a multitude of complications as well as extensive hospitalization and costs involved in surgical removal of the prostate gland. The use of radiation therapy in a variety of forms has been proven to be a reasonable alternative. This paper will discuss the use of radioactive seed implants that can be performed transperineally using transrectal ultrasound as a guide. This requires only an overnight stay and appears to provide an excellent chance of a cure with minimal potential morbidity.